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Hello,

Please find attached testimony on behalf of the Greater Providence Chamber of

Commerce.

Thank you for your consideration.

Lara Salamano

Chief Strategy Officer

Greater Providence Chamber of Commerce
201.245.4537 cell

401.621.6125 office
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GREATER
PROVIDENCE

CHAMBER OF
COMMERCE

May 5, 2026

The Honorable Senator John P. Burke
Chair, Senate Labor & Gaming Committee
Rhode Island State House

82 Smith Street

Providence, RI 02903

SLegislation@rilegislature.gov

OPPOSE S. 2930
Dear Chairman Burke and Members of the Committee:

On behalf of the Greater Providence Chamber of Commerce, [ write to express our opposition to
S. 2930, which would increase Rhode Island’s minimum wage to $24 per hour by 2027.

This proposal represents a dramatic and unprecedented 50% increase in the state’s minimum
wage. While we support policies that promote strong wages and economic opportunity, an
increase of this magnitude would impose significant cost burdens on employers across all sectors
of the economy and would put a chill in hiring entry level workers.

Such a rapid escalation in labor costs may result in reduced hiring, fewer hours for employees,
increased automation, and higher prices for goods and services. These impacts would be
especially challenging for small businesses and nonprofits, which often operate with limited
margins.

Rhode Island’s economic competitiveness depends on maintaining a balanced approach to wage
policy. Setting the minimum wage at a level that significantly exceeds regional norms risks
discouraging investment and limiting job opportunities.

For these reasons, the Greater Providence Chamber of Commerce strongly opposes S. 2930.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,
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Lo Flea

Laurie White
President
Greater Providence Chamber of Commerce






GREATER
PROVIDENCE

CHAMBER OF
COMMERCE

May 5, 2026

The Honorable Senator John P. Burke
Chair, Senate Labor & Gaming Committee
Rhode Island State House

82 Smith Street

Providence, RI 02903

SLegislation@rilegislature.gov

OPPOSE S. 2325
Dear Chairman Burke and Members of the Committee:

I am writing to express opposition to Senate Bill S 2325, which proposes increasing Rhode
Island’s minimum wage to $17 per hour by 2027 and subsequently tying future increases to
inflation through automatic indexing.

Rhode Island has already enacted a series of significant minimum wage increases in recent years,
with the wage scheduled to reach $16 per hour in 2026. This represents a substantial and rapid
escalation in labor costs for employers across the state. S 2325 would accelerate that trajectory
even further and, importantly, remove future legislative discretion by linking wage increases to
the Consumer Price Index.

This approach raises serious concerns for Rhode Island’s business climate. Many employers—
particularly small businesses and those operating on thin margins—are still adjusting to recent
increases, as well as broader economic pressures including inflation, supply chain challenges,
and rising energy and insurance costs. Mandating additional increases on a fixed schedule,
regardless of economic conditions, limits flexibility and makes it more difficult for businesses to
plan, invest, and grow.

The automatic indexing provision is particularly problematic. By tying wage increases to
inflation without legislative review, the bill removes the ability of policymakers to consider real-
time economic conditions, regional competitiveness, and impacts on employment. This could
result in wage increases during economic downturns, further straining employers and potentially
leading to reduced hours, workforce reductions, or increased costs passed on to consumers.
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Rhode Island must remain competitive with neighboring states. Policies that significantly
outpace regional benchmarks risk discouraging business investment and job creation, particularly
in industries that are highly sensitive to labor costs. A balanced approach—one that supports
workers while also sustaining a healthy business environment—is essential.

For these reasons, I respectfully urge the Committee to oppose S 2325.

Thank you for your consideration of this important matter.

Sincerely,
Lssss: Flo

Laurie White
President
Greater Providence Chamber of Commerce






